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PROCEDURE AND PRIVILEGES COMMITTEE 
Third Report — Changes to Speaker’s Procedural Rules: Enhancing Procedural Fairness — Tabling 

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Ms W.M. Duncan): I would like to place on record my congratulations to the 
Minister for Regional Development for achieving transformational change in regional Western Australia and for 
his contribution to the regions, our state and the nation. 

I present for tabling the third report of Procedure and Privileges Committee of the thirty-ninth Parliament 
entitled “Changes to Speaker’s Procedural Rules: Enhancing Procedural Fairness”. 

[See paper 1263.] 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The Procedure and Privileges Committee of the thirty-eighth Parliament inquired 
into and reported on the subject of enhancing procedural fairness for witnesses appearing before parliamentary 
committees and the house. In the course of its inquiry, the committee reviewed practices in other jurisdictions, 
met with parliamentary committees that had responsibility for matters of privilege and members’ ethics, and 
canvassed relevant legal issues with Mr Bret Walker, SC, and Professor Greg Craven.  

The SPEAKER: Members! Can you please leave the chamber, Treasurer. 

Several members interjected. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: In its report on this inquiry tabled in June 2010, the committee made a number of 
recommendations to improve procedural fairness for witnesses, particularly witnesses who had been subject to 
significant adverse references during the course of an inquiry or subject to significant adverse findings by a 
committee. The house did not consider this report before the Parliament was dissolved. The committee is of the 
view that the recommendations in this report to amend the Speaker’s Procedural Rules whereby witnesses will 
be notified of significant adverse references and significant adverse findings made in the course of committee 
inquiries, and be provided with an opportunity to respond to these significant references and findings, will 
materially enhance procedural fairness for witnesses. Accordingly, the committee re-endorses the following 
recommendations from the 2010 report — 

Recommendation 1: If significantly adverse references are made against a person in the course of a 
committee inquiry, a committee will notify that person at the time the committee deems appropriate. 

Recommendation 2: The committee will give a person a reasonable opportunity to provide a response. 

Recommendation 3: A person who has been significantly adversely referred to in committee inquiries 
will be notified of relevant public committee proceedings in good time. 

Recommendation 4: If a person is the subject of significant adverse findings, a committee will provide a 
copy of the relevant draft findings and allow a person a reasonable period to respond to those findings. 

Recommendation 5: A person will be given an opportunity to address a committee either orally or in 
writing on any proposed penalty. 

I commend the report to the house. 

MRS M.H. ROBERTS (Midland) [2.50 pm]: In the interests of the efficiency of this house, I do not intend to 
say anything other than that the opposition agrees. 
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